Holt Copse Conservation Volunteers (HCCV) :  Use of Nest Boxes, 2014 (Year 9)
The nest boxes in Holt Copse were taken down, checked and cleaned in January and February 2015.  Two open-fronted boxes designed for species like blackbirds, robins flycatchers etc., which again were not used, were relocated hopefully to better positions.  The results with comments are shown in the table.  
Again most nest boxes (72 per cent) were used, mainly by tit species, probably blue, coal or great tits.  They not only used the boxes with small, circular holes designed for them, but used many of the boxes intended to attract nuthatches or tree creepers.  Only one of the nuthatch and the tree creeper boxes were used by the intended species.  
For the fourth successive year only one of the two owl boxes was used by tawny owls, supporting the theory that Holt Copse provides a territory large enough to support just one breeding pair.  For the last three years the owls have alternated the box they used, so they would seem to like having a ‘second home’!  Tawny owl nests are rather revolting structures made of leaves and twigs and a grey material, probably a mixture of droppings and uneaten food.  
Six tits’ nests contained one or more skeletons and/or more than one unhatched egg, a slightly higher number than average.  Occasionally eggs will be infertile but when there are lots of unhatched eggs or skeletons in nests, an external cause is likely usually bad weather (e.g. long periods of wet or cold).  When numerous skeletons are present in the occasional nest, however, something probably happened to one or both the parent birds.    As tits lay from 10 - 16 eggs (and great tits have two generations in a year), 2014 was probably a highly successful breeding season.  

	Nest Box Type

	Used


	Not used


	Comments

	Small hole boxes


	21
	3
	6 Nests with 1 or more skeletons, and/or more than one egg.


	Open fronted


	0
	2
	Neither used, as in previous years.  Both re-located, hopefully to better positions.


	Tree creeper


	2
	3
	One probably used by a species of tit, not by tree creepers.  


	Wren


	0
	0
	None in position in 2014

	Nuthatch


	4
	2
	Only 1 used by nuthatches, the rest by tits.

	Owl


	1
	1
	Only one used, as in most years, but not the box used in 2013.


	Total


	28
	11
	72% used (78% if exclude the 2 unpopular open-fronted boxes and 1 of the owl boxes).



I thank Malcolm Dunmore from Friends of the Emm Brook (FOTEB) and HCCV colleagues who helped me check all the boxes.
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