Holt Copse Conservation Volunteers (HCCV)  :  Use of Nest Boxes, 2013
The nest boxes in Holt Copse were taken down, checked and cleaned in January 2014, and two refurbished and five new boxes were put up.  The results with comments are shown in the table.  
As in previous seasons most nest boxes (over 70 per cent) were used, mainly by tit species, probably blue, coal or great tits.  Again they not only used the boxes with small, circular holes 
designed for them, but used many of the boxes intended to attract nuthatches or tree creepers.  Only one of the nuthatch boxes and two of the tree creeper boxes were used by those species.  One of the two owl boxes, but not the one that had been used in the previous two years, was used probably by tawny owls.  It contained much grey material, probably a mixture of nesting material, droppings and uneaten food plus one egg, as it did last year.  
Three tits’ nests contained unhatched eggs (1, 4 and 5 respectively) but no skeletons.  This is fewer than normal and suggests that these species had a successful breeding season, possibly a reflection of the dry weather last spring and early summer. 
	Nest Box Type

	Used


	Not used


	Comments

	Small hole boxes


	15
	4
	Lots of bird droppings in the unused boxes.
3 Nests with 1, 4 or 5 unhatched eggs respectively, but no skeletons of chicks.



	Open fronted


	0
	0
	A damaged box taken down in February 2013 was refurbished and installed in a new location as it had not been used in previous seasons. (Put up on a tree trunk instead of hidden within a holly bush.)


	Tree creeper


	3
	2
	Two used by tree creepers, one by tits.
One unused box realigned so it fitted better against the tree trunk.

 

	Wren


	0
	1
	No nest material in this spherical nest box, but numerous droppings.
Taken down and it, and a new box, will be installed in different locations later in January.


	Nuthatch


	6
	2
	6 boxes used, but only one by nuthatches, the rest by tit species.  No eggs or skeletons.
These boxes are large and when used by tits the nests contain much material, usually grass at the bottom with a combination of moss, animal hair, feathers and synthetic material (e.g. the ‘fluff’  from tennis balls) above.


	Owl


	1
	1
	1 box used, but not that used in 2011 and 2012.


	Total


	25
	10
	


I thank Malcolm Dunmore from Friends of the Emm Brook (FOTEB) and Sam Palmer, who helped me check all the boxes.
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