HCCV – Use of Nest Boxes, 2011
The nest boxes in Holt Copse were taken down, checked and cleaned in January and February 2012, when 8 more boxes (some new, some renovated) were also put up.  The results with comments are shown in the table.  As in previous seasons most nest boxes were used, mainly by tit species, probably blue, coal or great tits.  These species not only used the boxes with small, circular holes intended for them, but used many of the boxes designed to attract nuthatches or tree-creepers.  None of the nuthatch boxes were used by that species, but three of the four tree-creeper boxes that had been occupied, were probably used by the intended species.  
One of the two owl boxes was used, probably by tawny owls.  Like last year, the box contained much grey material (a mixture of building materials and droppings), some of which was again retained for identification and comment by more experienced ornithologists. 
	Type
	Used


	Not used


	Comments

	Small hole boxes


	16
	0
	All the boxes were used. 6 nests each contained a single, unhatched egg, but there were no dead chicks.  This suggests that like last year, most clutches fledged successfully.

	Open fronted


	0
	1
	These boxes are seldom used.  The one taken down in the 2010 – 11 winter was put up again in February 2012.

	Tree-creeper


	4
	2
	1 of the 4 occupied boxes was probably used by tits, not tree-creepers.  

	Wren


	1
	0
	Most likely used by the intended species - because of the location of the box and the type of nest (within a thick holly bush; a characteristic spherical, ‘domed’ nest).   

	Nuthatch


	5
	1
	All 5 occupied boxes probably used by tits.  (Nuthatches partially block the entrance hole to their nests with hard mud + saliva, and use chips of bark to make their nest, so are very different from those of tits which are made from moss, grass and feathers.)

	Owl


	1
	1
	One oval, white unhatched egg present, plus large amounts of grey, granular debris.  

	Total


	27
	5
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